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Mark Yale Harrds has rediscovered his true pas contemporany sculplures of animals and huamans

sion. Despite criticism from peers. whio gquestioned o of marhle, lkmestone and alahaster. “1 lowe buosi-
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bt crative 30-vear pro M k l " at i, says Harrks
nsriirg Ao [ H : i f =T

; b Wil tession, he's finding all : ﬂ f {I .E ﬂ'r"r.! S :'u.lm-lp_ bt | '.:_ never
farhie, 17* high if the awe, hiimaor and been more excited or

exhillaration that he's enthustastic |about any

heen looking for by sculpting animals and humans thing| than what I'm chol I P,
Harris, age 66, grew up in Chio, He worked sum

mers in & fishing bausiness owned by his
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father in the Georgian Bay region ol
northem Ontario, Canada. As a young-
ster. Harris had alwsns boved an and was
imgpdred by the naural environment and
wildlite ol northern Cintano. Bug on the
advice of his parents; he all but aban
doned his Interest in art o stdy busi-
ness. Following 30 years in the
hospitalicy industry, Harrls retumed to
A 11 1994,

Abter collecting several sculpiures by
Mative American artist Bill Prokopiaf; a
protégd of Alan Houser, he eventually
asked the soulptor 16 act as his mentor
A bottle of vodka and & steak dinner
boughi Harris three yeams of understudy
with Prokopial. From his home in
Austin, Texas. Harris traveled to Santa
Fe, M., for 10-day stints in his men
tor s siudia. He wenit on to stady with
scilpiors Doog Hyde, lames Sards and
[ahm Formo

Harris became enthralled with the an
larm, “To me, working wiith stone i kind
af @ metaphor far life. You're given a
shape. You have to deal with it take sway
from I8, and you Gin't go back, You have
one chanoe todo it right, " he RS

Ihe fish, bears, long-hormed cattle
anicl hasrmans Hams depicts in stone vary
in size from large, 4, 000-pound, 50-by-
I6-tnch marle ac Lllprinires, o amall, 10
Ini-Badnch ones

His work is simplistic, vet bold and
energetic. Harris is an admirer of mini
imadwin. “I'm lascndted with shape and
movemeni because it speaks 10 energy,
anxiely, happiness and sadness,” Echo-
ing the philosophy of Romanian sculp
lor Constantin Brancusi; Harris savs
“When you see a fish pou don't think of
ls seales, do youd Yo think of js speed

its Nesading ‘l'I.H'hinE body sieen throwsh

Co-Tounder of the national hovel chain Red

Rowal Tans, and (ounder of Amerisuites hotel chain

his interests nowhich were eventually sald, Hams
lately has staked his entreprenewrial and artlstic
claim on the Southwest sculpiing scene. Since the
lage 1990%, he has gained a reputagion for canimg

water, | wani just the fash of i splric”

Ihe fish and bears reflect the enviponment and
life CEpeErehoes of Harrs" tmee in norihern Ontano
"I cleaned a Lot of fish in my dav.” As for the bears
“They're my fun arl, because they make me laugh
ancd amile® He retumns o the region regularly for



canoe trips. The long-homed camtle come from lis

“ith the cowbaony Lile and time he spent

ewan, He has done catlle ||ril.|.'-_ .'|I'.||

LREELLLS I|-|- g harsey L ;||-'I |||

huahua Desert around Big Bend. Harris savs his

humn interpretations are simply obserations of
lite amdd people, and drawing live models

H 1994, he'd left the bostnes warld aliopether

1o hecome a full-time artist. *T bad o difficuakt time

miaking the change,”™ he savs, Many of his former

husiness Ass00 Lares asked ||| T wiliedy e wins Baing Lo1

g1 & real job
lokes and cosicism aside. his zeal o pusue an 8

e,
wits alwso invited tooshow al the Holter Musewm in
Helena, Moni, La Posada de in Santa Fe, N6 and
the Roswell bMuseum o Roswell, MM among other
vienoes. The Austin Visual Ar Association named
Flarrs ome of the top 140 Texas artists in 2003, He 15
featured in galleries and public and privaie colle
tike thiouighaone the Uimited Staies

bs toer his fugure. Harris plans (o conmiinue o

o lormis and mey
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