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somewhere in midlife, sueeessful executive Mark Yale Harris turned into sueeessiul scalplor

Mark Yale Harrvis. ANN FAZZING talked with him about bow and why it bappened
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all the people living in

Santa Fe identlfy tham-

selves as full-time arti=is
Crewtive people from all walks
ol life havee found o niche in the
eoloaril Mew Mexion desert
landscaps.

Muork Yale Harris s one of
them, After a long and suceessful
career os o hotel developer and
real estate Investor, Harms Jeft the
business world to pursue o lilis-
long dream of creating art

Working in media including
ababaster, bronge, marble, samsd-
stone, and even onys, Harris cre-
ates fgures with amosth curves
and angular postures, many with
u fovor of the American West. His
works hve appeared in galleries
and ahowa Mrom Orogen te Ohioe bo
Mew York. He has been honored
with prestigicus jury selections
i hns womn eritical seclaim from
his pseera.

And he's partlieubirly thrilled
about his current shaow st Chio
Etate's Faculty Club. “It's alimost s
rewnion, and I'm very homored
and excited,” he spv=. °] have & bot
of friends at Ohbe State, amd I'm
vty ansious Lo see the ronctions
to the work amd curdous (o hear
Temdbnek.”

Harris was in his 5s when he
began his journey o beeome &
full-fime artise; bal even s o child,
b smvs, "1 was always making
things with my hands.” Although
b recedved nn art scholarship to
college, his family encournged him
Lo prarsue @ mare traditional—und
stahle—eareer path. Harris opted
o sty business st (hio State.

A deeade loter, his career took
ofl wihen he co-ounded the Red
Raoof Inna hated chain, He later
developed the succesaful Ameri-
Suites Hodels franchise, a revolu-
Honnry venture that specialized
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in affordable saite-sized peeom-
muxiptions,

Even while his business carear
Nourished, Horrs' love of art was
always In his back pocket. He took
classes n clay modeling, pastols,
and bronzing, and became an avid
codlector

Years loter, niter selling his
business, Harris learned (o carve
alabuster That's when his passion
for seulpting was reignited, He
contacted his old friend Hill
Prokepiof, o seulptor whose works
Harris eollected, and the artist
agreed to mentor Harris in
Santa Fe

More pne-on-one mentorships
with Mative American artists fol-
lowesd, amed Harris bogan o think
seriously about a feture in art.
“When I immersed mysell in it,
it wiss an emational experience,”
To sovs, T haued e pursue this"

Harris® artwork began Lo
reflect his other interests. He
found inspiration while boating,
hiking, cycling, amd herseback
ridirg. “You con make many
observirtions when vou're on the
back of a horse for a B hours,"
Harris says.

In fact, & riding trip through
Bl Bend National Park bed him to
create Texns Stonelenge, o series
of earth-toned alabaster cnevinges
depicting longhorn cattle. Animals
are o Fvorite subjoct and appear
often in Hurris' works, The beasts
exhibit lurman and humorsus
gqualities that hove made the
works among the most populie
in Harris' ea

Figure drnying and modeling
also help trigger idens, =1 et
inspiration from poses, ond nee
creative visuals and dreawing to
cnst in bronze and stone” Harris
saya. “l like relationship-oriented
designa: peopbe’s actions anmd

resctions to life amd circwm-
At

Harris' works—iypically of
"moderate sze"—usally fnke
whiout BU fo [0 hewiars to corm-
phote, He plans to teckle langer,
monumentil pieces in the future:
“12, 15, 20 fewt tall—and | think 1'N
got there™ he says, Time and eom-
mitment are a must with such
projecis “They don't take months,
they take years” Harris says. He
anticipates working upwards of
A0 hiours on a large plece,

Zo far, the houra have pabd
off. *I went through o period
whe [ didn’t want to show my
wiark, and dikdn't know if | was
good anough” b says “But | et
gn, and it was fine T'm told 'm
extremedy well-received.”

The =mime tenncity thot
brought him sueeess in Uhe basi
ness world has earned Hireds
respeet and praise feom his fallow
Ioenl artists “The personalities
are so different on s ereative level
Fromm the Type A in real estate
development,” he says.

"Santa Fe is phenomsenal; they
are very supportive of the visual
aris”

Harris i= content with the
rewards his second career has
broagrht hime, “There’s persoral
sutisfction from connecting with
peopbe emationally,” he savs, “And
O eRn't pat money on Ll

Warks by Mark Yale Harris are on
display at the Faculty Club thraugh
Dec. 15.

For information:
(1) 202-FHG2
www.ohdo-sfatefacultyclibcom

Learn more:
Wwe. markpakeharris.com
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