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Mark Yale Harris is an artist-convinced-to-
become-businessman-reborn-as-artist. He is
that rare breed of visionary, born with a keen
perception and passion for beauty and
elegance. If psychologist James Hillman were
to write a new version of his famous treatise on
the inevitability of the souls journey to fulfill
his destiny, The Soul's Code: In Search of
Character and Calling, he would no doubt use
the life of Mark Yale Harris as a prime example
of someone living “the lot your soul chose
before you ever took a breath.” Harris was born
to be an artist, an explorer and discoverer. Lile
great artists for centuries before him, he can
see the beauty of “what can be" in places
where others see only what is. Mark Yale Harris
is a sculptor extraordinaire.

Hin official bic el cell you char be was porsuadod from pouchda armisces
Intiradls 16 parn b atbervtion and lents toward the business ssorld where
he co-founded s cha boced chain al Red Roal lpne and then lpter
Amerisuites Hocels, the lacer represancing an innayvacin that “changad the
face af the beyied servios hospialiny indusare” He had soveral succosséd
carwery in real extade and fand developmenc serving in feundacions dedicaved
o e incadipest wie of bind ressces and orban growth. From che dissam
veryw of bicgrapimy, i ploture simiegas of o arret dabbling in the buginess
workd, creaming the new froem Enigiing lorms, sculsting fine waiys bronm old
Wihen he speaks of hin philosophy of arg he describes his businass e 2z
weill

Iz is iy balial thar 5% e ga thrauph e we cam only create froeen cha which
w have, Or are gisen... Thaa abiby o incerpret ard creabie heaugy fram that
whiich we hawe i the challenpe and the satislaetan §oasparionis in ermging
vy wcik

krdeed, The challenge and sazisfacoon may bo his, tee plessun & owrs, An
artaki :l:|||l|'||||||||:r.|n'| peners p||h|r. ahn wipw hin work 3 MR PrRCNDe "
an both melleonal and viacersl lresls

Sq:ul|.||:||r|.- i that rare lorim of art chat, with the arsists permission, cam be
pouched, can be careksed anid abgached by e Fared an well as che epe. Fark
Fale Harres sculpes a finish chas bechoons human touck, one thst batkss big
leems in che brilEance af reflectsd kght and almost breachs it spirit ineo the
wr wound it His work has provohed 8 wikly srshosdaertic responss among,
artiets and pacrons albe, exhibived in chirmoon galories seree the LS and
in Bath private and public colkections in an ewer-prowing  puoeedee, His
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A Visionary’s Way
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"Mark in one of my heroes, Af on age when maost peopie wowld never
mahe g change, ha want ond purtued o dream He jumped off of o cliff
withaut o parechicte, he leased an fdo foer adith ohe wing ar fis beci
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imnpressive long list af prestigicus mesrds and feacure articles aff bespeak 2
tasoination with thes artist-come-finally: the long wait to relise his wlencs
Fas been wwell wordh che time.

Harris bulongs to thar school of artist thal spans all dieciplines: his
counlarparts in description and depictions of rature remind one of Annie
Dillards fierce but genthy pross. and ee oomming’s sentenontal but
tleareyed powtry His figures do not move o mech as pisss, causght In
mid-embracs or hal-surrce, someshere an a iy divide beoween this
warld and another. His figures are valuprucus, buc noc selfeconscousky so
Harris is hard mo caregorize, and meat [kaly would rasher remam that iy
U sees pre-Cokmbian Bnes bene, onencal atticudes thers, Meadran
sprictures ind gaomeeric pareerns. There are bulky Bogero-like figores and
Grecs-Roman bulis there is the innocent arsd the inscrutable, somecimes al
" one plece

tich msdane Is nac born and Brought 1@ mairity on ks awn. Harrs @ an
intalligent and thoughiful maim with g humility 1o recognice and sl Fe
need far training, and so he bogan his career in art by seeking ot the best
of enschers He had admired and collectid this wark of Bil Prakopicf (Alaut,
| 544- | 9% for many years bekore beceoming bis student in Sanga Fes Harri
dlza enlisied the belp ol sculpior Doug Hyde (Mez Peree), batl man raooed
protéges af i natice’s most recognized Mative Amarican @roeT, soafpeor
Alan Houser (Chifdcahua Apache. 1915 1%54). Ta this day, Harris comsidery
Sanm Fe and Auszin his dus! Bomss hawing spent considersbde cima
traveling to sty with ks mencors in honing his craft

He works in alibaster, rerbde, limescone and bronpe, seemetimes combining
the different elemeses o Cbring foorith a duality™ in his paetas. Duﬂll.'r' Is an
Fnpor@nt cheme for an artist st Bath sees the ratural workd becte than
micet of wx see ik, e daai Bavand ic becrer dhan mast of us can badr w do
Harrs secks to sxpress, in bs own words:

= pesure,_ formn, energe pleasure and pain. Altermating berseen gesturs i

pEnTaELric frmm, |:||:|:|||:|:|.'|'!_ the cohtradicdich Wi oxparienos  in nacure,
awricening the vimon ard apprecisticn of the duslicg In the vard sround =

F chere i 2 bessom oo be deawn fram Mack Yale Harris' art bt Is that of che
tarcrntian i ba foond in looking, really looking at the wadd and igs
srwliens sworl of repedtie pactermes that evalve somshow into piecss of
origial beaucy. You think of the weark, long after s beon seen and
experienced; pou cirey avay some pait of i thars yours now, whether the
pisci Perding i & privabe colkecoion or graces your awn home, And ey
iteng you pass, whether 2 boukder along the mountainside or 3 marble
bleck in & building's foendation, makes you wander: 15 there a Mark Yale
Harris hidden wasde! What wald Mark Yalo Harris find in thar one!

If thegsre 5 a1 begmon to ke drovsrs Troen Blick Yala Harrls' i, i & chas of che
hope of Ellawing a passion, of fubiling one's vrue ling. no mater how
by andg cut-od-the-way the path of life seems to go. Succoss for Harrda i
¢ oanind i MOMEnts. i opparunites b oreate bassy out of the andinary,
1o find the phenomeral in the necnal, e breatha e micacubous into the
rrundares and call i o birchright of creating o is cermainly what Mark Yale
Harris was barm vo do. And because he does i, the world of art vwill nieer
b che same.
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