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Q&A | MARK YALE HARRIS

Once leader
in business,
he sees

- life in rocks
|

(jl For breaking news, visic Dispatch.com,

By Haizaad Kotwal
FOR THE COLUMELS HSMIH

Mark Yale Harrls worked in the
business world for 37 years before
turning vo his life’s passion in
19499 — sculpiure.

Hi= ca-lounded the Red Aoof
Inn chain in Columbus in 1972
and went on to found AmeriSulies
in the late 19705,

Harris, born in Buffalo, N.Y. has
had a peripatetlc lfe,

Flis family moved 1o Chicago
when he was 9, he spent his high-
schoal vears In Cleveland, and he
receivied a degroe in business in
1861 fram Chio State Universlty.

About a year age, he moved to
Carbondale, Colo., after spending
25 years in Austin, Texas. and
Santa Pe, M.M.

His wotk ks
represented n
more than a
dozen galleries
nationwide.

I 1959, he
studied with two
estalilished
American Indian

sculprors —
ﬁ:rn!.l:rﬂh Doug Hyde and

Bill Frokopiof —
and kicked off his late-life odyssey
as a full-time artist.

0 As you made the transition
from business to art, what
difficutties did you face?

A: Originally it was very difficult
worTying about what people
waortild say and think, 1 had friends
who would say, "Harris, when are
you going ta get a real jobi™ Once
[ owercame that, [ became very
|_:|r|;||.|1! afl my wWiork.

Art has always been a greal
interes: of mine,

0 What drew you 19 soulpture
gver, say, palnting or ceramica?

A 1 enfoy e all mnd have
dabiled in it all, | became fasci-
pated with 3-TF works, but before
settling on sculpture 1 had taken
courses In drwing, painting. 1
became entranced with stone
carvings — the physicality. the
mental challenge of how you get
something sut of a rock.

: To what subject are you maat
deawn?

Az ] opeler to my work as contem-
porary realism and as Inverpretive
of nnimals and the human form.
frantmals 1 like 1o explone the
husmorous, while the figurative
works are more serious explora-
tions of anxery, love, affection or
whatever the moeod may be.

Q: Mot bebng o traditionally
trolned artist, what blg challengos
did you faca?

A 1 haed @ natural ialent o draw
things. But as | started to work in
-3 in clay, | realized 1 was not
very competent. 5o Dwent back to
the hasics, ook some drawing
classes and began u learm how to
ook at things and ereate them.,

3: What hava vou learned about
yourself thal wasa't appanent 1o
you bn the busivess wordd?

& [ 1hink, on reflecton, |
realized that 1 was always very
creptive in the business world.
The o isrl'phm-:.-: 1 r:ll|:'.l'_~'!1|:| the mnst
in husiness were marketing and
acviertising. And when | started
AmeriSuites, it was a completely
nens wity af doing things in the
imcwstry fat has become the

narm today

0 Whiat do you lke most and
laast about your new vocation?

A: The best L= the creative
plieasure and satlsfaction of
evelving something out of a plece
af =tone, The least desirable is the
husiness side because 1'd rather be
creating

0: Your business ventures must
hawe made it eashkor to pursua art,
without financlal worrios hanging
VIR YOk,

A: Absolurely. It is very difficult
to make a lWving at ant, and |
wiitlld not have done it had | nod
heen atde o afford o support
mwself fram oiher sources,

 Works try Mark Yale Harris are on viow
thrmuph May 26 in A Muss Gallery, 598
W 3rd Ave, Hours: 10 a.m. to & p.m.
Thursdays and by appointment Mondays
and Saturdms. Call 614-269-5003 or
yisit wwen amusegalleny com



